
English	II	Suggested	Summer	Reading	List	
	

English	II	does	not	have	a	required	summer	assignment;	however,	it	is	strongly	suggested	that	
you	read	the	below	texts.	These	texts	were	selected	with	care,	and	they	will	help	build	the	
foundational	knowledge	and	skills	you	need	to	be	successful	in	the	upcoming	school	year.		
	

• Paper	Towns	by	John	Greene	(Lexile=850)	
o Quentin	Jacobsen	has	spent	a	lifetime	loving	the	magnificent	Margo	Roth	

Spiegelman	from	afar.	So	when	she	cracks	open	a	window	and	climbs	back	into	
his	life—summoning	him	for	an	ingenious	campaign	of	revenge—he	follows.	
When	their	all-nighter	ends	and	a	new	day	breaks,	Margo	has	disappeared.	But	
Q	soon	learns	that	there	are	clues—and	they’re	for	him.	Embarking	on	an	
exhilarating	adventure	to	find	her,	the	closer	Q	gets,	the	less	he	sees	the	girl	he	
thought	he	knew.	

• Chinese	Cinderella:	The	True	Story	of	an	Unwanted	Daughter	by	Adeline	Yen	Mah	(Lexile	
=960)	

o Adeline's	affluent,	powerful	family	considers	her	bad	luck	after	her	mother	dies	
giving	birth	to	her.	Life	does	not	get	any	easier	when	her	father	remarries.	She	
and	her	siblings	are	subjected	to	the	disdain	of	her	stepmother,	while	her	
stepbrother	and	stepsister	are	spoiled.	Although	Adeline	wins	prizes	at	school,	
they	are	not	enough	to	compensate	for	what	she	really	yearns	for	--	the	love	and	
understanding	of	her	family.	

• Angela’s	Ashes:	A	Memoir	by	Frank	McCourt	(Lexile=1110)	
o Frank	McCourt	was	born	in	Depression-era	Brooklyn	to	recent	Irish	immigrants	

and	raised	in	the	slums	of	Limerick,	Ireland.	Frank's	mother,	Angela,	has	no	
money	to	feed	the	children	since	Frank's	father,	Malachy,	rarely	works,	and	
when	he	does	he	drinks	his	wages.	Wearing	rags	for	diapers,	begging	a	pig's	head	
for	Christmas	dinner	and	gathering	coal	from	the	roadside	to	light	a	fire,	Frank	
endures	poverty,	near-starvation	and	the	casual	cruelty	of	relatives	and	
neighbors-yet	lives	to	tell	his	tale	with	eloquence,	exuberance,	and	remarkable	
forgiveness.	

• Make	Lemonade	by	Virginia	Wolff	(Lexile=890)	
o Viginia	Euwer	Wolff's	groundbreaking	novel,	written	in	free	verse,	tells	the	story	

of	fourteen-year-old	LaVaughn,	who	is	determined	to	go	to	college―she	just	
needs	the	money	to	get	there.	When	she	answers	a	babysitting	ad,	LaVaughn	
meets	Jolly,	a	seventeen-year-old	single	mother	with	two	kids	by	different	
fathers.	As	she	helps	Jolly	make	lemonade	out	of	the	lemons	her	life	has	given	
her,	LaVaughn	learns	some	lessons	outside	the	classroom.	
	



• Migrant	Mother	by	Don	Nardo	(Lexile=980)	
o In	the	1930s,	photographer	Dorothea	Lange	traveled	the	American	West	

documenting	the	experiences	of	those	devastated	by	the	Great	Depression.	She	
wanted	to	use	the	power	of	the	image	to	effect	political	change,	but	even	she	
could	hardly	have	expected	the	effect	that	a	simple	portrait	of	a	worn-looking	
woman	and	her	children	would	have	on	history.	This	image,	taken	at	a	migrant	
workers’	camp	in	Nipomo,	California,	would	eventually	come	to	be	seen	as	the	
very	symbol	of	the	Depression.	The	photograph	helped	reveal	the	true	cost	of	
the	disaster	on	human	lives	and	shocked	the	U.S.	government	into	providing	
relief	for	the	millions	of	other	families	devastated	by	the	Depression.	

• The	Third	Witch	by	Rebecca	Reisert	
o For	the	girl	called	Gilly,	life	in	the	wilds	of	Birnam	Wood	is	little	more	than	a	

desperate	struggle	for	survival.	Seven	long	years	have	passed	since	she	was	first	
taken	in	and	sheltered	by	Nettle	and	Mad	Helga,	the	hut-dwelling	wise-women	
whose	inscrutable	powers	of	alchemy	and	prophecy	are	feared	and	reviled	
throughout	good	King	Duncan's	kingdom.	Living	under	the	threat	of	deadly	
persecution	by	witch-hunting	villagers,	the	threesome	ekes	out	a	life	by	peddling	
potions	and	elixirs,	scavenging	for	food,	and	robbing	the	bloodied	corpses	of	
Scotland's	battle-scarred	hills	for	precious	metals	and	weapons.	But	Gilly	is	
haunted	by	recollections	of	a	much	brighter	life.	She	clings	to	fading	memories	of	
a	time	when	she	was	contented	and	adored	--	until	tragedy	swept	all	that	
happiness	away	and	young	Gilly's	life	was	changed	forever.	


